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The members of our Armed Forces have served to protect the U.S. with

honor, duty, and patriotism. Representing the United States in peacetime

and war, our soldiers and veterans have made personal sacrifices to defend

our nation and our ideals of democracy and freedom.

* I strongly believe we owe these soldiers, sailors, airmen, and marines a

debt of gratitude, and I remain committed to providing for their well-being

both during and following their service to our country.
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As Governor

* I have long been a supporter of veterans and their families. As Governor,

I established an Office of Veterans Affairs, first of its kind, to provide
services to veterans in the state seeking to obtain federal benefits and to
oversee state rules and regulations pertaining to veterans.

* I also lobbied for and signed legislation early in my first term requiring
the convening of a Governor's Task Force during times when the Ohio
National Guard and Reserves are activated.

The Task Force assists the dependents, families, employers, and
employees of Guard and Reserve members with needs that may arise in
the absence of these members.

I am proud to say that Ohio receiv~j re federalmany for family
support than almost any other state because of the Task Force's efforts
during Operation Desert Storm.
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* Additionally, I strongly believe we must take care of those who serve

when they return from duty. I developed a Veterans Bill of Rights and a
1-800 number within the Ohio Bureau of Employment Services to assist
veterans seeking employment in the private sector. I also declared several
periods during my administration as "Hire a Veteran Week" and promoted

activities encouraging employers throughout the state to hire veterans.

* Veterans also deserve recognition for their outstanding service to our

nation. In 1992, I established an Ohio Veterans Hall of Fame.

Additionally, I dedicated the Veterans' Plaza on the Statehouse grounds in
1998. This is the first memorial in the state to honor those who served in
World War II, Korea, Vietnam, and the Gulf War.
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As Senator

Department of Veterans Affairs

* I believe that the Department of Veterans Affairs' primary purpose is to
serve the unique needs of our nation's veterans population by providing

benefits and services that reflect both a respect for their personal sacrifices

and gratitude for their honorable service. I strongly believe the VA should
be an accessible, responsive, efficient, and effective advocate for veterans.

* The VA has seen a steady increase in funding since I took office in 1999.
Since FY1999, funding for the VA has increased $13.85 billion dollars, or
31.3 Dercent

* When I entered the Senate, I was concerned that a court case had
diminished the VA's statutory requirement to assist veterans in
prosecutingher claims and ensuring they receive the benefits they

deserve. I cosponsored the Veterans Claims and Appeals Procedures

Clarification and Improvement Act and worked hard to ensure it was
passed. This Act restored the VA's ability to assist a claimant in
gathering evidence to support an application for benefits. This important

legislation was signed into law by the President at the conclusion of the

106th Congress.
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Health Care

* Over the last few years, I have visited several Ohio VA facilities and am
proud of the difference they are making in people's lives. I have sat down
with the administrators, doctors, nurses, pharmacists, and other support
staff to discuss critical workforce challenges in recruiting well-trained
staff to provide the best possible care for veterans and to reduce veterans'
claims processing time. . k11 -A1tA

* I introduced the Federal Workforce Improvement Act to assist the VA and
agencies throughout government address their workforce needs.
Fortunately, portions of my bill were included in the legislation creating
the Department of Homeland Security.

* Since I took office in 1999, VA medical care spending has increased
$6.59 billion dollars, or 38 percent. In addition, I supported an expansion
of eligibility for VA health care benefits to include survivors and
dependents and increas d rates of compensation for service connected
disabilities. In addition, Ch

care bt

5

------



* For three consecutive years, in the FYOO-02 budget resolutions I

supported amendments to increase funding for veterans healthcare.

* Recently, I supported an amendment to the Iraq and Afghanistan

Supplemental bill to add $1.3 billion for veterans' health. This

amendment was ultimately removed during a conference committee

before it was signed into law. However, this funding has been included in
the FY2004 VA-HUD Appropriations bill. The Senate has not yet
considered the bill, but I support this funding. CL. I-iAbJ
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I am also working to make sure that we have adequate VA th

infrastructure to serve our veterans. I strongly believe that VA medical

facilities must be located where the medical care is needed, so that our
veterans can enjoy health care that is convenient, accessible, and
affordable.

Columbus is the 15th largest city in the nation, the largest city in the State
of Ohio, and unfortunately, one of the largest cities that is not served by
its own VA Hospital. a, u,
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* The VA is currently conducting a review of its health infrastructure -
called CARES. The draft plan found a great need in Columbus and
recommended the construction of a new clinic in Columbus. The final
plan is expected in December.

* I have spoken to VA Secretary Principi and provided testimony to a
CARES hearing on the importance of this clinic. Additionally, I
introduced legislation (S. 1403) this year to authorize construction of the
new $90 million VA clinic at the Defse Supply Center, Columbus.
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TRICARE and TRICARE For Life

* In the Senate, I have worked to ensure that military retirees and their
dependents receive the health care options they were promised when they
first joined the military.

* During the consideration of the FY2001 National Defense Authorization
Act, I voted, over the objections of some of my colleagues, in support of
an amendment to allow over-65 Medicare-eligible military retirees (at
least 20 years of servic dents to continue receiving
benefits under the military's TRICARE health benefits program. This
program became known as TRICARE For Life.

* In addition, I supported a provision that was included, which would allow
most retirees to obtain much-needed low-cost prescriptions through a
Pentagon-sponsored mail-order harmacy program.
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* Last week (November 3), we passed the Iraq and Afghanistan

Supplemental spending bill to provide for reconstruction and support for
our troops. I voted for this bill and am pleased that it included a provision
to provide medical and dental screeningat no cost for Reservists who are
ordered to active duty; expanded pre-mobilization and post-mobilization

eligibility for TRICARE: and made TRICARE available to Reservists

who are unemployed or are not offered health care benefits by their
civilian employer.
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Honoring Veterans and Military Retirees

* It is our duty as a nation to cherish and respect the symbols of our country
and to provide our veterans a hallowed place for eternal rest - a place
where family members can go to visit and pay their respects and their
fellow Americans can go and give thanks.

* I was a proud cosponsor of the Vietnam Veterans Recognition Act of
1999, which was signed into law in June 2000. This legislation authorized
the placement within the site of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial a plaque
to honor Vietnam veterans who died after their service in the Vietnam
War, but as a direct result of that service.

* I have cosponsored legislation for the last three years designating a
National Veterans Awareness Week to emphasize the need to develop
educational programs regarding the contributions of veterans to the
country. Specifically, November 9 through November 15 is designated
this year.
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* This year, I also cosponsored a resolution that designated August 7, 2003
as National Purple Heart Recognition Day.

* In response to requests from veterans for assistance, I sent a letter this
year to the Director of the Ohio Department of Transportation, requesting
signage to be placed along any Interstate to direct visitors to the Rittman
area cemetery. I am pleased to report that ODOT responde b placing

directional signs along the Interstates in August 2003. y

* I also recently became a cosponsor of the American Veterans Disabled for
Life Commemorative Coin Act to authorize the Secretary of the Treasury
to mint a commemorative coin honoring veterans that were disabled while
serving in the military. Proceeds from the coin would go toward the
construction of a Disabled Veterans Life Memorial that will be built by
the Botanical Garden on the national mall.

* Currently, I am a cosponsor of the Vietnam Veterans Memorial Education
Act to authorize the construction of an education center near the
Memorial. I hope this bill can be passed in the near future and sent to the
President's desk for his signature.

---- -------- --

11



Concurrent Receipt

* Another major issue that is currently being discussed is concurrent receipt

to have military retired pay not be reduced by VA disability

compensation, as is currently required by law. In the FYOO, FYO1, and

FY02 Defense Authorization Acts, I supported authorizing a form of

concurrent receipt for severely disabled military retirees.

* In the FY03 Defense Authorization Act, I supported providing these

benefits to military retirees whose disabilities are combat-related - those

receiving a Purple Heart.

* Recently, there have been reports of a compromise in the FY04 Defense

Authorization Act to allow immediate full concurrent receipt for those

retirees whose disability was combat-related and phase in over 10 years

full concurrent receipt for other retirees with at least a 50 percent

disability. This provision reportedly would also include Reservists and

the National Guard. This bill is currently in a conference, and I do not

know if this provision, which I have not seen, will be in the final version

that comes to the Senate.

12


