
I. Iraq 

• As I told the president a few weeks ago in my letter, I have supported his 
efforts in the past, and I continue to share his goal of a stable and secure 
Iraq – But I don’t believe that we can achieve that goal with military force 
alone, and the presence of forces may be acting as an obstacle in some ways.

• There are vast power struggles among Iraq’s religious sects and political 
factions that cannot be solved by the U.S. military. 

• By staying in Iraq indefinitely, we risk being used as a life-support-system 
for some groups, while enraging others. 

• Each group exploits the presence of U.S. forces for its own gain at the cost 
of thousands of American lives and billions of taxpayer dollars. 

• As long as U.S. forces can be exploited by Iraq’s different groups, they will 
not move to resolve their differences and take responsibility for Iraq’s 
future. 

• Additionally, Iraq’s neighbors will not get serious about Iraq until they see 
that we are pulling out.  It is time for the countries in the region, who have 
the most to lose from an Iraq that is unstable and in a bloody civil war, to 
get more involved in finding a solution.

• Our military has fought courageously and admirably, but the time has come 
to pursue a strategy that combines the resources of our military with the 
resources of our diplomatic corps and international partners.

• We must begin to develop a comprehensive plan for our country’s 
gradual military disengagement from the country. 

• This means adjusting our course and immediately notifying the Iraqi 
government of plans to slowly drawdown troops while greatly ramping up 
our diplomatic and political efforts to work with other nations to prevent 
chaos and contain instability.

• We need a robust diplomatic effort aimed at preventing instability in the 
region, protecting our own interests and keeping our commitment to the 
Iraqi people.  This must include the appropriate level of foreign and 
humanitarian aid to help Iraqi refugees and the neighboring countries that 
provide them safe refuge.
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• I recommended this policy now because time is running out for the Bush   

administration to develop a plan for disengagement that can protect our 
national security interests and the investments we have made in Iraq.  I do 



not want to see our nation suffer over the long term because we did not do 
the proper planning when we had the opportunity.

• I am asking President Bush to begin this planning now and chart the right 
course for bringing our troops home.

• Meanwhile, I am calling on my colleagues to look at what's in the best 
interest of the country and stop politicizing the issue.  We must all put 
aside the politics surrounding the presidential election, stay away from the 
blame-game, and focus on the solution in Iraq.

Role in Senate in terms of Iraq

• I am a member of the Foreign Relations Committee who does his 
homework and speaks the truth regardless of who it helps or hurts. 

• I am a person who is pressing the administration to course adjust before 
our shared goal is no longer attainable. 

• I’ve met personally with U.N. Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon three 
times including last week. 

• I impressed upon him the need for a robust diplomatic effort in Iraq   as 
well as ongoing efforts in Kosovo, strengthening the U.S.-U.N. relationship, 
U.N. reform, enforcing resolution 1701, and the rectifying the situations in 
Darfur and the Sudan.
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II. Immigration
 

• I want an immigration bill that secures our borders, revises and 
updates our current laws to respond to our economic needs and 
brings the 12 million illegal aliens in our country out of the 
shadows. 

• As ranking member of the Homeland Security Subcommittee on 
Oversight of Government Management, the Federal Workforce and 
the District of Columbia, I have concerns regarding how all the 
provisions in this bill could practically be implemented by the 
Department of Homeland Security. 

• I also think it’s important that we respond to concerns raised about 
the bill by the American public.”


