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Thank you, Booker.
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I'm proud to be part of this 8th annual program honoring Dr.

King. In fact, I look forward to this time of year when we can

celebrate his life, his achievements, and all that he stood for.

I believe it's appropriate to gather together at annual events like
this, to be inspired by the speakers and the joyful music, and to
reflect on the life and the work of one of America's truly great
men. But the mere commemoration of a birthday too easily
comes and goes and is then forgotten until next year. I believe
our debt to Dr. King includes absorbing his philosophy in our
hearts, and making the spirit of brotherhood that he preached a
part of our everyday lives.
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Too many of America's young people really aren't well
acquainted with Martin Luther King, Jr. He was a man who
proclaimed that "at the center of nonviolence stands the
principle of love," a man who taught us that "He who loves is a
participant in the being of God. He who hates does not know
God. " In his time, Dr. King's message moved mountains as well
as multitudes. In our time, and for every generation, Dr. King's
philosophy represents a moral imperative.

Today's commemoration should also remind us that, although
we're moving in the right direction, we have a long way to go
before America and the world truly reflect the depth of Dr.
King's dreams. The crosses that still burn in Ohio, and the
"ethnic cleansing" that still occurs overseas, are tragic
testaments to the scars of human divisiveness that only God's
love can heal.
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The cornerstone of Dr. King's philosophy was Christ's
commandment for us to love one another as we would love
ourselves. I have tried to honor my Christian Faith, and Dr.
King's legacy, by encouraging well-qualified minorities to excel
in positions of authority or responsibility. Ohio's first African-
American director of the Bureau of Motor Vehicles, Mitchell
Brown, who served as an outstanding service director for the
City of Cleveland, is a fine example. Reginald Wilkinson, our
director of Rehabilitation & Corrections, Steve Perry, our
director of Administrative Services, and Booker Tall, the deputy
director of Administrative Services, are three more. My
security sergeant, Carl Moss, is yet another.

Carl Moss is without question as decent and as dedicated a man
as I have been privileged to know. He is also a man who has
been pierced by prejudice. One day he advanced my visit to a
small town and, when he returned, told the security commander
how terribly he had been treated there. The commander told
him he didn't have to return with us, but Carl's response was,
"I'm coming with you."
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I'll never forget my trip to that town the next day. Carl was by
my side. Words weren't necessary to explain to those who were
there that I considered Carl to be my brother, and in the family
of God's children, he was their brother, too. This is an examDle
of the little things we are obliged to do as human beings,
whenever we can, to acknowledge Dr. King's legacy.

I spoke a moment ago about making Dr. King's message a part
of our daily lives. Through support for programs like Head
Start, through reducing infant mortality, through Affirmative
Action and our commitment to Minority Business Enterprises,
we've tried to carry out Dr. King's philosophy in material ways,
and I'll share some details with you shortly. While I'm proud to
say the State is moving forward in these important areas, I
assure you I'll never be satisfied that we've done enough.

When I was Mayor of Cleveland, we launched the first King
Celebration at City Hall in 1980--six years before the national
holiday was inaugurated--and we continued throughout my ten
years in office.
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When I was president of the National League of Cities in 1984-
85, one of my goals was to work toward guaranteeing a proper
celebration of Dr. King's birthday in all of America's cities and
towns and begin a tradition that could grow with every year.

One of the highlights of my life was when my wife, Janet, and I
traveled to Atlanta for the inauguration of the King Holiday on
January 26, 1986. Mrs. King invited us, and I was one of only
two mayors there that day--the other was my good friend, Andy
Young. The list of impressive participants included then-vice-
president George Bush and Bishop Tutu.

I remember how eloquent the speakers were that day--my
emotions still soar when I review the videotape! And, I can't
begin to describe the sense of kinship and empathy that arose
from our walk through the streets of Atlanta after the service at
Ebeneezer Baptist Church, with Senator Sam Nunn on one arm,
Janet on the other, all of us singing "We shall overcome."
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In January of 1989, Coretta Scott King presented me with the
Distinguished Service Award from the Martin Luther King, Jr.
Center for Nonviolent Social Change, Inc. That plaque, as well
as a portrait of Dr. King, are displayed prominently in my office.
vwnen i was sworn mi as Governor, Mrs. King gave me a copy of
the book entitled A Testament of Hope: The Essential Writings
of Martin Luther King. Jr., with the following inscription: "May
these words of Martin serve as a guiding inspiration to you in
your role as leader and exponent of the King Legacy. Your
friendship and support are deeply appreciated " This book, and
Mrs. King's friendship, are two treasures I hold very dear.

Dr. King inspired millions of white Americans to confront their
relationship with their African-American brothers and sisters.
He awakened what had languished too long in a listless slumber,
and that was our nation's conscience.

Today, it is not enough to merely observe his birthday. As I said
before, this cannot be like so many birthdays that are celebrated
and then forgotten. Today, we must rekindle our commitment to
bring about the true freedom and equality for all Americans that
Dr. King sought through peaceful, non-violent means.
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We worked hard in Cleveland to achieve just that. We:

* Strengthened the Community Relations Board and provided
the first community-police district Citizens Councils to reduce
the barriers between police officers and the citizens they
serve;

. Enacted the first Police Review Board to bring allegations of
police impropriety into the light of day; and;

* Co-sponsored Fair-Housing Legislation in 1986 which
eventually won a H. UD. award, and which I believe is among
the best and fairest anywhere. We also backed that up by
creating a special housing Board to mediate and resolve Fair
Housing disputes.

We also had the best M.B.E. and best M.B.D.C. in the country!
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I've tried to bring that same spirit to the Governor's Office
during the past 24 months, and I intend to carry it with me in my
duties with the National Governor's Association. I'm proud to
say also that Booker Tall has contributed mightily to what we've
achieved, and I'm grateful for his diligence. So far, we:

Held the first Governor's Challenge Conference, a human
relations conference which brought together local officials
from 19 Ohio cities, last June. Mrs. King honored us by
attending the event. At this conference, we presented an
action plan for the State of Ohio and local governments to
ease tensions, combat violence, promote urban development,
and foster better human relations in Ohio communities.

We're currently planning Urban Challenge Number Two, and
we're aiming for a date in early April to conduct it. And, at
next year's Governor's Challenge, we'll begin an annual
award ceremony to recognize the Ohio city that does the most
to improve its relations among the races;
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Drew a "line in the sand" with our Ohio Family &
Children First initiative and committed ourselves to slowing
the cycle of poverty, unemployment, and crime that ensnares
so many of our families and children:

Unlike 40 other states that either froze or reduced ADC
benefits, Ohio's fiunding for Aid To Dependent Children grew
by $10 million as of January 1, 1993.

The number of women and children who participated in
Healthy Start grew from 37,000 in April of 1991 to 97,000 in
September of 1992, an increase of 161 per cent.

State dollars for the Childhood Immunization Program
jumped from $3.1 million in FY 1992 to $3.4 million in FY
1993.

Ohio now leads the nation in state spending on Head Start.
We've expanded Head Start finding by $13.7 million since
1990 to enable an estimated 5,000 additional children to
participate in the program.
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Subsidized Day Care for children of low-income Ohioans has
grown from serving 26,400 Ohio children in July of 1991 to
over 60,000 children today;

rxurganizea the Equal Employment Opportunity Division
into the Equal Opportunity Center during this
Administration. The Center coordinates, assists, and
monitors the equal opportunity activities of all state agencies
that have programs to help minorities with state employment,
state contracts, and business development opportunities;

Increased the purchase of goods and services, prime
contract construction and sub-contract construction with
M.B.E.s to $291 million in fiscal year 1992, an increase of
$59.6 million or 25.8 percent over FY '91. We're the only
Administration in the country to publish progress reports on a
quarterly basis;
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Co-sponsored the first statewide "How to Really Do
Business With the State of Ohio" conference last year to
encourage even more M.B.E.s to do business with the State.
These conferences will now be annual events, and the next

^,e nlxi montn;

Established by executive order the Centralized Recruitment
and Referral Program to help identify, recruit, and place
qualified minorities, women, veterans, and people with
disabilities. Employment of minorities and women in state
departments, boards and commissions, and elected offices
continues to exceed state goals: Out of 59,243 employees at
the end of FY '92, 21.1 percent (12,494) were minorities and
48.2 percent (28,530) were women; and

Expanded the Ohio Office of Black Affairs into the Office
of Multicultural Affairs to promote inter cultural
understanding. This Office also houses the Ohio Martin
Luther King, Jr. Holiday Commission.
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If we are ever to realize Dr. King's dream, then we can never
rest. The people we will honor today with Humanitarian
Awards exemplify the persistence and determination needed to
pursue that dream.

I would like to speak for a moment about a dimension of Martin
Luther King, Jr.we sometimes forget. Dr. King was a man of the
GospeL He was the Reverend Martin Luther King, Jr. He
prayed constantly, and his social ministry was inspired by the
Holy Spirit. In the footsteps of the Apostles, he was a witness
for Christ's teachings.

Dr. King defined agape, which was one Greek word for love, as
"...the love of God working in the lives of men. When we love
on the agape level," he said, "we love men not because we like
them, not because their attitudes and ways appeal to us, but
because God loves them. Here we rise to the position of loving
the person who does the evil deed while hating the deed he
does.
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If we are truly to overcome the ignorance, the prejudice, or the
hatred that separates us from the love of God that is made
manifest in our love for our fellow man, then we must not be
complacent. I pray that the Holy Spirit will touch you today,
AmI%^ cTLJLAulalin%, U yu U i he~n insves of your fellow men and
women with the dream that Dr. King carried in his heart and in
his soul. This is the only way we will truly be able to live as
brothers and sisters, and the only way we will bring Dr. King's
dream to life.


